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Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt has lost its savour,
Wherewith shall it be salted? It is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be
cast out, and to be trodden under foot of men. Matthew 5:13

Celebrate Recovery begins in Florence:  The Bible
clearly states “all have sinned.” Because of sin, we've
all hurt ourselves, we've all hurt other people, and
others have hurt us. This means each of us needs
repentance

and recovery in order to live our lives the way God
intended. It has been said that “Time heals all
wounds.” Unfortunately, it isn’t true. There are many
people who are still carrying hurts for years and years.
The truth is, time often makes things worse. Wounds
that are left

untended fester and spread infection throughout your
entire body. Time only masks the pain if the problem
isn’t dealt with.

What is needed is a Biblical and balanced program to
help people overcome their
hurts, habits, hang-ups and
addictions. Celebrate
Recovery is that program.
Started in 1993 by Rick
Warren, pastor and author
of “Purpose Driven Life,”
Celebrate Recovery is a
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Christ centered, 12 step life recovery program. Based
on the Beatitudes of Christ, Celebrate Recovery helps
people of all ages who desire victory over challenges in
their lives.

The Florence Chapter of Celebrate Recovery is led by
Ray Velasquez, associate pastor at Pee Dee
Community Fellowship. After reaching rock

bottom in his life, Ray attended Celebrate Recovery at
Myrtle Beach Community Church. “It changed my life,”
Ray said. “I had absolutely hit rock bottom in my life
and through the power of the Holy Spirit, the Grace of
God, and with the help of Celebrate Recovery, |
surrendered my life to God and accepted Jesus Christ
as my Lord and Savior.”

After working the program for 16 months, Ray moved
to Florence. Ray commented, “I met Pastor Bryan
Chapman at Pee Dee Community Fellowship in
August, 2006 and told him my story. He told me of his
dream to bring Celebrate Recovery to the Pee Dee
area. Through Bryan’s love and encouragement
Celebrate Recovery of Florence was launched on
March 3rd of this year.”

Celebrate Recovery welcomes people of all races and
spiritual backgrounds. Any person who has lived in
fear, frustration and disappointment is free to join.
People who are striving to overcome addictions of all
types, physical abuse, sexual abuse, emotional abuse,
anger issues and other life challenges have already
began changing their lives.

“People from all different walks of life are working the
program,” Ray said. “Women and men hurting from
relationship problems, drug and alcohol addictions,
food addictions and anger problems may attend. As we
are called to do, through Christ’s love and forgiveness,
we hope to encourage one another to take
responsibility for their own lives, unload their “junk”
without fear of judgment or persecution, and begin a
healthy relationship with Jesus and with others.”

Celebrate Recovery operates on the basis of anonymity
and confidentiality. Thus far, the shared testimonies
have been overwhelming and have displayed God'’s
abounding grace and mercy to the fullest. “Sobriety is
not recovery. The only way | got well was through a
total

lifestyle change that began with my surrender to God
and working the program.” Ray said.

Celebrate Recovery of Florence meets every Friday
evening at 1557 West Waverly Street. Dinner is served
from 6:15 pm, a large group discussion is held at 7 pm,
and small group discussions take place at 8 pm

For further information contact Ray Velasquez at 843-
307-4952 or Ray.Velasquez@pdcf.org.

SUMMER MISSIONARIES: Our 2 positions for
summer missionaries have not been filled yet. The
Florida Baptist BCM was not able to fill the positions so
they turned the requests back into NAMB at the end of
February. Please PRAY that God will call someone to
come and work with our Kid’'s Klubs and other
opportunities that God has given us!

The Salt Shaker is a bi-monthly publication produced by
the Florence Baptist Association to promote missions
and ministry networking among churches.




A Ministry Opportunity with

Florence School District 1 Summer School
The faith community in Florence has been invited to
make a difference for Jesus in the lives of some of our
summer school students this summer. Two summer
school programs are being targeted this coming
summer — North Vista Elementary and Williams Middle
School. The following needs have been identified:

North Vista Elementary: There is a need for mentors
and role models to work with students. All volunteers
must have a background check and must go through
mentor training. Mentor applications are available at
our FBA office.

Williams Middle School: The faith community has been
asked to provide character training on Tuesdays and
Thursdays from 8 am — 10 am for 8 weeks beginning
June 5" — July 26™. The class will be limited to 25
students. We need volunteers that would be

willing to teach the classes for one week — that's 1
Tuesday morning 8 — 10 am and 1 Thursday

morning 8-10 am. We have the material that you can
use.

The mentoring/role model ministry is something that
will continue throughout the next school year. If you
can'’t help this summer but would like to be involved in
the fall, please contact me and we will get you an
application. Opportunities for role models and mentors
are available in all of our schools so please make this a
matter of prayer. It's time for Christians to take a stand
for Christ by getting involved in our public school. God
has been faithful and has brought us this opportunity to
work with our public school district. NOW it is OUR
RESPONSIBILITY to volunteer our time and energy.

Christian Learning Center Update:  God has truly
blessed the ministry of the Christian Learning Center
this year. This year we have had 5 classes with 150+
Southside Middle School students and one class which
began in January with 25 Sneed Middle School
students. Next year CLC will expand its ministry to 3
classes at Sneed with the possibility of expanding to
Pamplico area, Timmonsville area, and Williams Middle
School.

Please make this a matter of prayer. We are in need
of teachers and assistant teachers. If you are
interested or know someone who is interested please
contact Dr. Mike Gay, Greenwood Baptist Church, at
669-1321 for an application.

We would like to thank our CLC teachers for their hard
work and dedication to the program: Teaching at
Southside - Bryan Chapman, Steve Filyaw, & Verneda
Temoney; Sneed — David Wike and Justin McAlpin.

Our first CEF Good News Club in Florence began at
Del Mae Heights Elementary School on Thursday,
March 1 at 2:30 pm. The very first day, despite
threatening weather, we had 60+ children. WOW!
God is working in this area and the children are
HUNGRY to learn about
Jesus.

Our goal is to have a
Good News Club in every
elementary school in our
area. More training for
Good News Club workers
will be held in late August or
early September. This
training is EXCELLENT and
would be beneficial to all
children’s Sunday School workers. All Good News
Club workers must be trained and must have a
background check. If you are interested in learning
more about the Good News Club work, you can contact
Teri Brehio, CEF regional director, at
tbrehio@juno.com.

GNC children learn
songs about Jesus .

Grief Recovery Update:  Our first group of 12
individuals just completed their “Grief Recovery
Outreach Program.” We are now investigating the
possibility of offering a 2 day workshop for pastors and
staff that would contain the same material covered in
the 8 weeks. If you would be interested in this, please
let Louanne know ASAP!

After the pastor training, we will be having a 4 day
certification training workshop for those individuals who
would like to be certified to conduct their own “Grief
Recovery Outreach” program in their community.

LifeChangers 2007: Our ministry week of
LifeChangers is scheduled for June 24-29, 2007.
Calvary Baptist Church is hosting this event again for
us this year. Cost is $75 per person, including
chaperones. Students must have completed the ™
grade in order to participate. Registration forms are due
now so please get them in ASAP.

Experienced Crew Chiefs are needed. We have met
with the community director for the City of Florence and
have been given 7 possibilities for houses. Some of the
jobs are going to require experienced crew chiefs. God
has given us this opportunity to make a difference in
our community. If you are interested in being a crew
chief please contact our office 662.5921.

Other Needs for LifeChangers: We need churches that
will be willing to feed a crew of 12-15 people lunch
each day Monday — Friday. We also need a host
church for the evening meal on Friday.

PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE let me know if you would
like to help in any of these areas.



