
October,  2008 
Florence Baptist Association 

Annual Business Meeting 
Thursday, October 16, 2008 

FBA Office - 7:00 pm 
 

The business portion of the 2008 Annual Meeting will be conducted during this 
meeting. This  will replace the October Executive Committee Meeting. Churches 
should elect their 2008 messengers and ask them to be present for this meeting. If 
you have any questions, please call the associational office at 662-5921 or email 
Connie at fbaconnie@sc.rr.com.  
 
 
 

FBA Building & Grounds Work Day 
Saturday, October 18, 2008 

9:00 am - 1:00 pm 
 

The Associational Building and Grounds Committee is in the process of organizing 
a ñFBA Work Dayò on Saturday, Oct. 18th from 9:00 am until 1:00 pm.  Much is 
needed to be done within the inside & outside of the associational building. This 
includes carpentry, painting, and yard work. Please encourage your church mem-
bers to participate. If you have any questions, please call David George, Building 
& Grounds Committee Chairman at 662.5292  
 
 
 

Childrenôs Ministry Conference 
Saturday, November 1 

Rescheduled because of TS Hannah 
8 am ï 5 pm 

Place to be announced 
Cost includes lunch and Resource Bible 
Attendee:  $69 in advance    $79 at door 

Attendee (no Bible): $45 in advance   $55 at door 
APPROVED GNC worker:  $25 in advance & at door 

(Approved GNC worker is one that has completed 
 all of the paperwork/background check.) 

 
This conference is for ANYONE who works with children.  Please mark your calendars 
NOW for this training.  It is beneficial to Sunday School teachers, mission teachers ï ANY-
ONE who works with children.  ALL Good News Club teachers need to be at this training if 
they have not attended a previous GNC training. The KEY is to get all the paperwork done 
for GNC workers so their cost will be minimal for the training.    
 

Prayer  

    Corner:  
  

Please include 
the following 
prayer needs on 
your prayer lists 
and in your 
prayer times.  
  

Churches 
without Pastors:   
Ariel  
Calvary, Lake City  

Immanuel  
Timmonsville 1st  
Union  
  

New Work:  
Hispanic  
Ministry  
Rise & Live  
Pee Dee  
Community  
Fellowship  
  

CLC Program  
  

CEF - Good News  
Clubs  - More  
Volunteers 
needed  
 

October  5  
Association Mis-
sions Celebration  
& Worship  
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Ministries & Missions 
 By: Louanne Stewart 
  

Weôre Here For You SC Ministry Day: Our 
annual ñWeôre Here For You SCò ministry day is 
Saturday, November 8th which is the Saturday 
prior to the SC Baptist Convention.   This is a 
great time to get your church involved in your 
community.  Projects can be planned for all 
ages, from mission friends and youth groups to 
senior adults.  Look around your neighborhood 
and see where you can minister.  Remember, 
these projects should benefit people that are 
NOT church members.  Please let me know 
what you are planning to do so I can report it to 
the SCBC.  

  

Operation Christmas Child:  The collection 
week for shoeboxes is November 17-24 at Col-
lege Park Baptist Church.  Collection hours are 
Monday-Friday:  10 am ï 6 pm; Saturday 10 am 
ï 2 pm; Sunday 1 pm ï 6 pm.  Pray for the child 
that will receive your shoebox.  Just fill a shoe-
box with age appropriate items for a boy or a girl.  
Ages are 2 ï 4 yr., 5- 9 yr., 10-14 yr.  We have 
brochures in the FBA office.  For more informa-
tion visit:  www.samaritanspurse.org.  
  

Prison Packets:  This year we have been asked 
to provide 850 packets for prisoners.  These are 
due in the FBA office on Monday, December 1st.  
PLEASE check the packets before you bring 
them to the FBA office ï check to be sure that all 
items in the packets are the correct size  
(especially the toothpaste and soap) and that 
nothing extra is in them.  Please note that the 
envelopes MUST be STAMP EMBOSSED.  If 
you send envelopes with stamps on them, we 
have to go purchase the stamp embossed enve-
lopes before we take the packets to Columbia. 
  

Soles4Souls has a simple mission: To impact 
as many lives as possible with the gift of shoes. 
Soles4Souls facilitates the donations of shoes, 
which are used to aid hurting people worldwide. 
Shoe companies, retailers, and individuals can 
donate footwear - both new and used.  All of us 
have shoes in our closets that we never wear.  
These can be donated. 
 In the aftermath of the 2004 tsunami 
that hit Southeast Asia, Wayne Elsey, the Foun-

der and CEO of Soles4SoulsÊ Inc., felt com-
pelled to do something.  He was at home one 
night, watching TV and he saw a picture of a 
single shoe washing up on the beach. That trig-
gered a few calls to some other executives in the 
footwear industry and the subsequent donation 
of a quarter of a million shoes to victims in the 
devastated countries. A year later when Katrina 
hit, he was able to do the same thing. This left 
him wondering, why not start a non-profit and do 
this all the time? One year later, Soles4Souls 
was formally created.  It has been that simple: 
Changing the world one pair at a time. 
How YOU can help:  There are many ways to 
help!  No matter if you are an individual, with a 
company or church, a shoe store or shoe manu-
facturer you can help give shoes to those in 
need around the world. For more information 
and for more ideas on how to get involved in this 
ministry, visit their web site at 
www.soles4souls.org.  If you would like to be 
involved in this on an associational level, please 
let Louanne know.   
  

Angel Tree is a ministry of Prison Fellowship 
that allows prison inmates to provide Christmas  
gifts for their children 18 years and younger.  
Angel Tree is looking for churches in our area to 
sponsor an Angel Tree project.  You can contact 
Angel Tree and let them know how many chil-
dren you wish to sponsor.  They will send you a 
promotion kit and In October  you will receive the 
names of your ñangelsò to contact.  You will con-
tact your families to ask the guardian what 2 gifts 
the children need ï one must be clothing.  Each 
item is written on a paper angel and placed 
somewhere that church members can pick them 
up. 
The gifts are purchased, wrapped, and returned 
to the church by a certain date.  All of the gifts 
are given in the name of the incarcerated parent.  
Gifts can be personally delivered to the childôs 
home, picked up at the church by the family of 
the children, OR you can host a Christmas party 
for all of the children to come and pick up their 
gifts.  The party is a great way for an evangelistic 
outreach and could be held in conjunction with 
your church Christmas music or outreach event.  
For more information contact Louanne or visit 
www.angeltree.org.   

Say NO to the Sunday Alcohol Referendum 
 

The Florence City Council has voted to approve an ordinance to hold a referendum on 
Sunday Alcohol sales during the general election in November. The referendum, if 
passed, would allow restaurants to obtain ñtemporary, 24 hour permits for the Sunday 
sale of alcohol by the drink.ò Therefore, we are presenting the following for your consid-
eration.  

§ This is another attempt to say that this lifestyle is ok - when it is not. 

§ This is another erosion of the day of worship for most of our county. 

§ This is another alcohol outlet for those who drink too much on the weekend. 

§ This will lead to increased traffic related injuries and fatalities. 
  

We are encouraging our church members to SAY NO! to this referendum. 

http://www.samaritanspurse.org/
http://www.soles4souls.org/
http://www.angeltree.org/
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Church        Aug.  Budget 

      YTD 

       

Ariel  60.00 632.00 

Beulah  .00 500.00 

Calvary  1,667.11 13,433.71 

Calvary, Lake City  .00 500.00 

Cartersville  .00 1,927.70 

College Park  622.78 5,212.04 

Coward  310.45 2,619.45 

Ebenezer  2,507.28 7,806.60 

Elim  666.67 4,666.69 

Evergreen  577.74 3,595.13 

Florence 1st  892.73 4,745.63 

Grace  .00 4,182.14 

Greenwood  347.57  2,881.51 

Hebron  .00 600.00 

Hoffmeyer Rd  1,410.00 10,357.00 

Immanuel  813.59 2,465.87 

Kingsburg  .00 .00 

Korean  80.00 560.00 

Mizpah  592.62 4,920.24 

Mt. Zion  .00 1,800.00 

New Hope  .00 .00 

Northgate  431.70 4,511.62 

Oakdale  256.63 2,689.78 

Pamplico 1st  .00 2,354.64 

Pee Dee Community  100.00 450.00 

Peniel  .00 600.00 

Quinby  173.43 1,543.26 

Rehoboth  .00 .00 

Ridgecrest  567.80 3,843.82 

Rise & Live  .00 25.00 

Sardis  .00 .00 

South Florence  .00 8,026.82 

Southside  2,502.62 21,692.54 

Sparrow Swamp  409.66 3,349.02 

Tans Bay  .00 .00 

Timmonsville 1st  .00 2,500.00 

Union  250.00 1,833.32 

Unity  213.04 1,696.76 

Willow Creek  89.30 1,047.39 

 

TOTALS   15,542.72 129,569.68 
  

We Are Grateful!  
August  Contributions  

Happy Birthday 
  

9 Rev. Mark Spurling (MM), Northgate 
10 Rev. Justin McAlpin (MY), Ebenezer 
15  Rev. David Garrick (P), Peniel 
19 Rev. W. L. Collins, retired 
31 Rev. Ken Moore (P), Elim 
 

Happy Anniversary 
 

13 Jerry & Arlene Aiken, retired 

13 Keith (Med) & Trisha Harrill, Calvary 
22 Justin (MY) & Amanda Alpin, Ebenezer 
  

Around the Association 
  

Southeastern Medical International, Inc. is a non
-profit organization here in Florence. Their mission 
is to use medicine as a platform to share the Gos-
pel of Jesus Christ. SMI has a need for warehouse 
workers that will volunteer to help sort, pack, and 
ship needed medical supplies worldwide. If you 
have some free time and would like to be a part of 
a ñGod Thingò please contact Randy Shell at  
southeastmed@bellsouth.net or call 843.413.1919.   
  

Grace...Will host ñJourney to True Financial Free-
domò on Saturday, October 25th from 8:30 am - 
4:30 pm. Cost is $25. For more information, call 
662.5122. 
  

College Park...Rev. Frank Gribble, pastor, has 
resigned. Rev. Gribble will be presenting a 
ñFarewell Concertò on Saturday, Sept.27 at 7 pm at 
College Park Baptist Church. 
  

Greenwoodé.Has a 25 passenger bus for sell. 
For more information please call Doug Henderson 
at 669.1321. 
  

Ridgecrest...Is looking for clean, usable coats for 
their ñCoat Ministryò. For more information, please 
call 669.6151 
  

Statewide Disaster Relief Training 
White Oak Conference City 

October 9 ï10, 2008 
Returning Volunteers: $23 per day 

New Volunteers: $28 per day 
Costs reflects registration fees, meals, and disaster 
relief training materials. For more information email 
brendalugmayer@scbaptist.com. 

Support Associational Missions  

Think - - 
3% Basic 
4% Glory 

5% Hallelujah  

Come to Bethlehem 

Live recreation of the first Christmas  

Dec. 11, 12, 13 

6:30-9:00 pm 

Free Presentation  

at the  

Bethea Retirement Home, Darlington,  
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 It is 12:30 p.m., and the 
churches in the area have concluded 
worship services. One church had two 
services one at 8:30 and one at 11:00. 
One is blended and one is more tradi-
tional. Another church had its service 
around 11:00.  Its style of music was 
in a Bluegrass tradition. A third mixed 
the traditional with Southern Gospel. A 
fourth struggled to have music at all. 
They do not have a regular musician 
to play the hymns. All were different. 
Which of them fulfilled the purpose 
that God had given for the hour? I may 
not be able to answer that question for 
specific church services. 
 What makes a service of wor-
ship meaningful and effective? I am 
convinced that perhaps the least im-
portant area of concern is style. Style 
tells me something about the prefer-
ence of those involved or perhaps the 
style of those that are trying to be 
reached. However, if I start there, I 
have already failed. Worship is about 
God. Worship is about our bowing be-
fore Him and being ready to be obedi-
ent to Him. Worship is praising Him 
and expressing love and appreciation 
to Him. Focus on style can be about 

me and what I want rather than bringing 
pleasure to God. Style becomes impor-
tant as we recognize the relevance of 
the cultural expressions of our faith. 
God does work in our culture. Even the 
great hymns of our faith reflect the cul-
ture of the times. ñA Mighty Fortress Is 
Our Godò reflects the bold nature and 
strength of a German song. ñLove Lifted 
Meò finds its roots in a century when the 
major method of transportation was by 
ship. American Indians will use a tom 
tom in their worship. Every movement of 
God has both impacted and reflected its 
culture in worship. When these expres-
sions of worship become the focus of 
what we do, whether traditional, con-
temporary, or southern gospel, conflict 
arises and we miss the point that it is 
about God. 
 Worship has its real roots in a 
relationship with God. It will never rise 
higher than the loving relationship of 
those who lead it. Worship is about ex-
pressing our love and commitment to 
God. Recently, I have come to the con-
clusion that our corporate worship is 
directly related to the aggregate level of 
the loving relationship of the congrega-
tion. If the majority of the body has a 

warm, living daily walk with God, cor-
porate worship naturally takes on a 
higher quality. It becomes experien-
tial and the body rejoices in the pres-
ence of the Almighty and joy be-
comes the predominant element. 
 If a church wanted to elevate 
worship, it could begin by elevating 
the level of the love relationship with 
God as a whole within the congrega-
tion. The focus would become ex-
periencing the presence of God and 
the expression of praise and thanks 
for all He has done. Choirs would be 
led to experience God as they pre-
pare for Sunday. Worship leaders 
will determine that foremost in their 
lives will be a daily walk with Him. On 
Sunday, they celebrate the relation-
ship with Him and what they have 
experienced. Submission to our un-
derstanding of his will is the ultimate 
outcome. 
 Which group in the first para-
graph would have the most meaning-
ful worship. It would be the group 
that walks with God, celebrates in 
His presence, and focuses on Him. 

 
 

Perspectives by Henry Simmons     
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