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Prayer
Corner:

Please include
the following
prayer needs on
your prayer lists
and in your
prayer times.

Churches
without Pastors:
Ariel

Calvary
Florence First
Immanuel
Pamplico First
Ridgecrest
Union

New Work:
Hispanic
Ministry
Rise & Live
Pee Dee
Community

Fellowship

CLC Program
Financial Needs
Transportation
Needs

CEF - Good News
Club

CETF Fundraiser
Banquet—Nov. 8

“Growing the Kingdom”
Florence Baptist Association

2007 Annual Session
October 16, 2007 Mizpah Baptist Church
Registration 4:00 pm Afternoon Session: 4:30 pm
Evening Session: 7:00 pm

“And He was saying, “The kingdom of God is like a man who casts seed upon the soil; and he
goes to bed at night and gets up by day, and the seed sprouts and grows-how, he himself
does not know. The soil produces crops by itself; first the blade, then the head, then the ma-
ture grain in the head. But when the crop permits, he immediately puts in the sickle, because
the harvest has come. And He said, “How shall we picture the kingdom of God, or by what
parable shall we present it? It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the soil, though
it is smaller than all the seeds that are upon the soil, yet when it is sown, it grows up and be-
comes larger than all the garden plants and forms large branches; so that the birds of the air
can nest under its shade.” Mark 4:26-32.
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World Hunger Relief Sunday
October 14, 2007

The Florence Baptist Association’s Food Pantry Fund is one of the ministries which
receives assistance from the SCBC World Hunger Relief Fund. As of this month, we
can no longer request assistance from this fund due to the lack of monies. We are
making an appeal for your help. Give World Hunger Relief Sunday your best shot.
Your simple statements can make a huge difference in offerings. And remember,
every penny given feeds someone. For more information please contact the SCBC
at 1.800.723.7242, ext. 5601.
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Rise and Live Celebration
October 7, 2007 - 3:00 pm
Rise and Live Community Church
232 Railroad Avenue, Pamplico

All Pastors, Staff, Men’s Ministry Directors and WMU Leaders are invited to this time
of celebration.
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187 Annual Meeting
South Carolina Baptist Convention
November 13 - 14, 2007
Florence Civic Center
Florence, SC
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Ministries & Missions
By: Louanne Stewart

We’re Here For You SC Ministry Day: Our
annual “We’re Here For You SC” ministry day is
Saturday, November 10" which is the Saturday
prior to the SC Baptist Convention. This is a
great time to get your church involved in your
community. Projects can be planned for all
ages, from mission friends and youth groups to
senior adults. Look around your church and see
where you can minister. Remember, these pro-
jects should benefit people that are NOT church
members. Please let me know what you are
planning to do so | can report it to the SCBC.

Operation Christmas Child: The collection
week for shoeboxes is November 12-19 at Col-
lege Park Baptist Church. Collection hours are
Monday-Friday: 10 am — 6 pm; Saturday 10 am
— 2 pm; Sunday 1 pm — 6 pm. Pray for the child
that your box will go to. Just fill a shoebox with
age appropriate items for a boy or a girl. Ages
are 2—4yr., 5-9yr., 10-14 yr. We have bro-
chures in the FBA office. For more information
visit: www.samaritanspurse.org.

Prison Packets: We have been asked again
this year to provide 700 Christmas packets for
prisoners. These are due in the FBA office on
Monday, December 3 PLEASE check the
packets before you bring them to the FBA office
— check to be sure that all items in the packets
are the correct size  (especially the toothpaste
and soap) and that nothing extra is in them.
Please note that the envelopes MUST be
STAMP EMBOSSED. If you send envelopes
with stamps on them, we have to switch them

out before we take them to Columbia. Thanks
so much with your help with this.

List of items for prisoner packets: Place in 1
gallon size zipper bag:

X One blue or black non-retractable pen
(NO WIRE CLIP)

X One 6 oz. or LARGER toothpaste
(please note this size)

X One SEALED adult toothbrush
X One 4 to 6 oz. bar of soap

X One 50 page 5 Y2 inch X 8 inch or larger
writing tablet — 100 page max.
(NO WIRE bound)

X Five First class stamps-embossed #10 en-
velopes (purchased at US Post Office)

X Two rolls of candy (LifeSavers, Mentos,
BreathSavers type)

Christian Learning Center Update: We
have 3 classes with 90 Southside Middle school
students that meet daily at Abundant Life Church
and 3 classes with 75 Sneed Middle School stu-
dents that meet daily at Ebenezer Baptist
Church. Plans are to begin a class in January in
the Pamplico area and with Williams Middle
School. Please keep these classes in your
prayers. If you would like to receive periodic
prayer requests for our CLC ministry, please
send Louanne an email at LGS5155@aol.com
and ask to be added to the prayer list. Right
now we send requests to all of our churches and
the CLC Administrative Board members.

Deacon Training Conference
White Oak Conference Center
October 19-20, 2007
Conf. Fee-$5 Meals - $16.50

For more information contact 1.800.723.7242,
ext. 1421.

Disaster Relief Training
WOCC
Oct. 11-13, 2007

Church Library Ministry Conference
with
Christian Author Don Brown

October 20, 2007
Killian Baptist Church, Columbia
Cost: $18 (includes lunch)
8:45 - 4:00 p.m.
For more information contact Sue Hardin at
803.791.5218.

Mom’ s in Touch Group Starting for Greenwood Elementary School...October
4, 2007 will be the first of many weekly prayer gatherings for moms, grandmoms or inter-
ested adults of children who attend Greenwood Elementary School. If you are the mother,
grandmother, etc. of a Greenwood student and are available for one hour on Thursdays,
8 am - 9 am, please come to the Florence Baptist Association (2208 Pamplico hwy.),
where we will pray for our children, their classmates, teachers and the entire school staff.
Jennifer Danford is starting the group and can be contacted at 661-2713 for any ques-
tions that relate to this local group. For more information on Moms in Touch International

(MITI) visit www.momsintouch.org.

Oct. 2007

2 Assn. Council
Mtg; FBA;
8:00 am

2 Ministers
Conf.; Ryans
11:30 am

4 Executive

Committee
Mtg; FBA;
7:00 pm
Disaster
Relief Train
ing; WOCC
14 World Hunger
Day
16 FBA Annual
Associational
Meeting;
Mizpah;

11-13

Nov. 2007

8 CEF Fund
Raiser
Banquet
10 We're Here
for You
Ministry Day
SCBC,
Florence Civic
Center
Thanksgiving
Holidays;
Assn. Office
Closed

13-14

22-23

Christian Sympathy
is expressed to Rev.
& Mrs. Frank Gribble
in the death of his
brother.
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We Are Gratefull
Aug. Contributions

Church

Ariel

Beulah
Calvary
Cartersville
College Park
Coward
Ebenezer

Elim
Evergreen
Florence 1st
Grace
Greenwood
Hebron
Hoffmeyer Rd
Immanuel
Kingsburg
Korean
LifeSpring
Mizpah

Mt. Zion

New Hope
Northgate
Oakdale
Pamplico 1st
Pee Dee Community
Peniel

Quinby
Rehoboth
Ridgecrest
Rise & Live
Sardis

South Florence
Southside
Sparrow Swamp
Tans Bay
Timmonsville 1st
Union

Unity

Willow Creek

TOTALS

August

125.00
150.00
1,925.92
.00
1,719.55
317.00
1,744.07
1,200.00
.00
668.25
576.78
386.54
200.00
2,698.00
.00
.00
80.00
.00
632.63
.00
.00
.00
603.26
.00
50.00
.00
215.06
.00
1,092.00
.00
862.50
1,162.66
2,579.34
466.27
.00
.00
208.33
.00
227.32

19,890.48

Budget
YTD

845.00
600.00
13,229.18
1,949.23
3,371.86
2,994.16
8,088.16
4,800.00
3,478.38
3,770.48
4,418.10
2,984.17
800.00
9,631.00
2,913.49
.00
640.00
.00
4,711.70
1,800.00
.00
3,514.92
2,580.95
1,305.89
350.00
600.00
1,269.09
.00
4,671.00
25.00
862.50
7,880.29
19,310.49
3,426.50
362.19
1,875.00
1,666.64
1,129.36
874.20

122,728.93

Support Associational Missions

Think - -

3% Basic

4% Glory
5% Hallelujah

Happy Birthday
1 Rev. Ronnie Rogers (MM), Elim
9 Rev. Mark Spurling (MM), Northgate
10 Rev. Justin McAlpine (MY), Ebenezer
15 Rev. David Garrick (P), Peniel
19 Rev. W. L. Collins, retired
22 Rev. Adrian Allen (P), Union
31 Rev. Ken Moore (P), Elim

Happy Anniversary

13 Jerry & Arlene Aiken, retired
22 Justin & Amanda McAlpin, Ebenezer

Around the Association

Calvary...Rev. Danny Meetze, Minister of Youth,
has resigned. Danny has accepted the position of
Pastor at Sandridge First, Summerville, SC.

Union...Mrs. Carolyn Weaver has retired as Music
Director after serving for more than 40 years in this
position. Mrs. Weaver also served as Associational
Music Director for three years.

Unity...Ms. Andrea Atkinson, Minister of Youth, has
resigned. Andrea has accepted the position of
Minister of Students, Lamar First Baptist.

Pee Dee Community Fellowship...Collected
school supplies to help students at a local school.
The final collection tally was 2,950 pencils and
19,750 sheets of notebook paper. During Septem-
ber they will be selling coupon books for BCM to
help support their summer missions program.

Hebron...Tommy Graham will be in concert on
Sept. 30th at 6:30 pm

Hoffmeyer Road...Has called Rev. Barry Moon as
Minister of Children/Education.

With joyful hearts we ask you tg
present at the ceremony unitir
Patricia Ann and Edward Keith Har
on, Saturday, the thirteenth of O
Two thousand and seven
At eleven in the morning
Calvary Baptist Church
915 Cherokee Road
Florence, South Carolina
Mr. and Mrs. Ravenel Melton
R.S.V.P Willa McCutcheon at 843.66
On or before October 8th

be

g
rill, Jr.
ctober

2.316:
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Perspectives by Henry Stimmons

A few weeks ago, my sister
called me and said, ‘I just ran out of
gas. Can you bring me some gas?”
Of course you know my answer,
“Certainly, where are you?” Unfortu-
nately, she didn’t have a clue about
where she was. She is not from Flor-
ence. She had made a wrong turn on
the interstate and thought she was in
a different place from where she ac-
tually was. Fortunately, before leav-
ing home, | realized that she was not
only out of gas, but, she was also
lost.

To find out where she was, |
began to ask her some questions.
Where have you been? After you left
there which way did you turn? When
you got to the next intersection, did
you turn right or left? Because | knew
the area, | was able to find her
quickly.

| am reminded that some-
times we get lost and we need some
direction. Before we can get accurate
directions to where we want to be,
we need to discover where we are.
Sometimes it is necessary to ask
others to help us.

Today, | want to suggest that
for churches there is some help that
we overlook. At this time of the year,
we in the associational office keep
asking for the Annual Church Profile
(Previously called the Annual Church
Letter to the Association). The An-
nual Church Profile asks for a num-
ber of statistics and information from
the churches. While that information
is very helpful to the association and
to the South Carolina Baptist Con-
vention, its primary use is for the lo-
cal church. The convention maintains
a data base for church use. At the
request of the church, the recorded
record of statistics can be made
available to demonstrate local trends
in the church body. If a church were
to engage in future planning, it would
be vital to know where the church is
and where it has been. If the church
supplies the ACP every year, in a
very few minutes, a report can be
produced that will show average
Sunday School attendance for as
much as 20 years. The same is true
for Baptisms, Worship Attendance,
Giving, etc.

Churches that want to call a new
pastor or a new staff member may want
to give the prospective candidate a
snapshot of the activity of the church.
This information is available if the church
has been faithful in submitting the pro-
file.

The information is also helpful
for planning on the associational level as
well as on the convention level. When
the information is combined, we get a
picture of trends in the association as
well as on the convention level. We can-
not know what to do unless we know
where we are and where we have been.

To those faithful secretaries and
church clerks who have already sent the
profiles, we offer our thanks. To those
who have not yet sent the Annual
Church Profile, please do so as quickly
as possible. We can serve you better if
you send it in.

Also, make use of the data that
is available to you. Sometimes viewing
the data brings joy because of a job well
done. Sometimes, it is painful reminder
of what we need to do. Simply call our
office if you wish to have a copy avail-
able reports for your church.



