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FLORENCE BAPTIST ASSOCIATION

APRIL 2007

Prayer
Corner:

Please include
the following
prayer needs on
your prayer lists
and in your
prayer times.

Churches
without Pastors:
Ariel
Kingsburg
Immanuel
Florence First
Calvary

New Work:
Hispanic
Ministry
Rise & Live
Pee Dee
Community

Fellowship

CLC Program

Volunteers

Financial
Needs

CEF - Good News
Club at
Delmae
School
Thursdays
2:30- 3:30

Spring WMU Meeting
Thursday, April 19, 2007
Florence First Baptist
6:00 pm - Meal
7:00 pm - Program

Guest Missionary:
Pam Johnson, Tanzania, East Africa
WMU Representative:
Sandra Tapp, Associate Executive Director
South Carolina WMU

Vacation Bible School Clinic
Saturday, April 21, 2007
Immanuel Baptist Church

8:30 am - Registration
(coffee/OJd/pastries)
9:00 am - 11:30 am - Conferences

Scheduled Conferences
General Officers
Children
Children’s Crafts
Preteen (grade 5th & 6th)
Youth
Jungle Jaunt?

For more information please call Rev. Peter Rivera,
Associational VBS Director at 662.9431

Transforming Conflict to Resolution
April 26, 2007
South Carolina Baptist Convention Building

9:00 am - 3:00 pm (includes lunch)
Cost:
$25 (before April 9) - $35 (after April 9)

This conference is a means in which church leadership can have a method to transfer conflict from
strife to communication and negotiation. For more Information contact Karen Bray at

803.227.6171
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Ministries & Missions
By: Louanne Stewart

SouthernCare Hospice: Volunteers are
needed for SouthernCare Hospice which is a
medical ministry dedicated to terminally ill pa-
tients, allowing them to be at home with their
loved one instead of the hospital environment.
The Volunteer Coordinator, Winter Grier
(664.9889), is available to come speak to your
church or group to tell you about the volunteer

opportunities that exist within their organization.

They have volunteer training on the second
Tuesday of every month from 12 pm — 2 pm at
their office — SouthernCare Hospice, 217 Doz-
ier Blvd., Suite 201, Florence 29501

Volunteer Opportunities include:

® Patient/Family Care Volunteers — to go
and visit with the patients or to relieve the care-
giver for a short time.

® (ffice volunteer — to assist in clerical du-
ties, answer phone or file.

® Volunteer drivers — To transport the patient
to doctors office or to the grocery store

® Hairstylist volunteer — To go to the pa-
tient’s home and cut or style the patient’s hair
when the need arises.

® Yard Maintenance Volunteer — To help
patients with their yard work — mowing grass,
cutting shrubs, etc.

® Special Consultant Volunteer — Special
needs arise sometimes and specialized profes-
sionals such as lawyers, dietician, counselors,
etc. are needed.

Evangelism Response Center (ERC)
Training: College Park is offering the Evan-
gelism Response Center (ERC) Training
course on Saturday, April 28 from 10 am — 12
noon at College Park Baptist Church, 1501

2007 Ministry Health Kits

Thank you for providing ministry health
kits for these forty plus years as a mis-
sion support project. The standard minis-
try health kit should include:

Toothbrush
Toothpaste (6 0z.)
Soap (4.5 oz bath size)
Washcloth

Towel

Comb

—_— A A A

Place items in a two gallon zip lock bag
and return to the associational office by
April 23rd.

Third Loop Road, Florence 29505.

This is an awesome opportunity to
minister right from your own home using your
own telephone. The Evangelism Response
Center (ERC) is part of the North American
Mission Board. It exists to share the Gospel
and pray with people over the telephone and
Internet. Respondents contact the ERC by
phone and Internet after seeing the ERC tele-
phone numbers and Internet addresses on TV
ads and programs, radio ads and programs,
print ads and articles, billboards, etc. The ERC
works through Volunteer Encouragers. In addi-
tion to the required two-hour training course,
an endorsement from your pastor is required
before you may serve as an ERC Encourager.

LifeChangers June 24-29: Thisis a re-
minder that registration for LifeChangers is due
in our office by April 15, 2007. We are working
with the City of Florence this year and we need
to know how many houses we are going to be
able to work on. Remember that if you only
have a few students that want to participate,
they can come as long as they have an adult
chaperone of the same sex. Securing chaper-
ones is always a challenge, so you need to
work on that now, before vacations are set.
This year’s theme is “Give it Away” so we will
be doing an activity on Wednesday afternoon
to go along with the theme.

LifeChangers Needs:
® Crew Chiefs — need to have a basic knowl-
edge of construction and love students

® Evening meals — host an evening meal for
all the participants at your church

® Crew lunches — volunteer to feed a crew of
12-15 people at lunch each day at the work site
Financial donation — make check payable to
FBA and mark it for LifeChangers. Each partici-
pant pays $75 and that is used for a tee shirt,
insurance and construction costs.

NATIONAL o

Thursday
May 3, 2007

Associational Bible Drill
April 15th - FBA Office
3:00 pm

Participants need to be at the FBA
office by 2:30 pm. The drill will begin at
3:00 pm.

April 2007

12

15

21

23

26

28

Assn. Council
Mtg; FBA;
8:00 am
Ministers
Conf.; Ryan’s;
11:30 am
Good Friday;
Assn. Office
Closed
Easter
Executive
Committee
Mtg; FBA;
7:00 pm
Assn. Bible
Drill; 3:00 pm
FBA Office
VBS Clinic;
8:30 am;
Immanuel
Migrant Bags
Due in Assn.
Office
Transforming
Conflict to
Resolution;
SCBC;

State Bible
Drill; Florence
First

May 2007

1-5

13
17-19

28

NASBS
Conference;
Nashville, TN
National Day
of Prayer
Mother’s Day
SCBMAA
Conference;
Lake Swamp
Baptist
Church;
Timmonsville
Memorial Day
Assn. Office
Closed
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We Are Gratefull
Feb. Contributions

Church February
Avriel 76.00
Beulah 150.00
Calvary 1,232.11
Cartersville .00
College Park .00
Coward 331.27
Ebenezer 614.54
Elim 600.00
Evergreen 1,870.79
Florence 1st 446.70
Grace 384.15
Greenwood 297.05
Hebron 200.00
Hoffmeyer Rd .00
Immanuel .00
Kingsburg .00
Korean 80.00
LifeSpring .00
Mizpah 450.13
Mt. Zion .00
New Hope .00
Northgate 449.20
Oakdale 238.74
Pamplico 1st .00
Pee Dee Community 100.00
Peniel .00
Quinby 312.96
Rehoboth .00
Ridgecrest 1,235.00
Rise & Live .00
Sardis .00
South Florence .00
Southside 2,105.01
Sparrow Swamp 311.37
Tans Bay 121.38
Timmonsville 1st .00
Union 208.33
Unity 153.20
Willow Creek 253.26
TOTALS 12,221.19

Budget
YTD

178.00
150.00
3,271.22
.00
.00
1,103.48
2,297.18
600.00
1,870.79
446.70
1,429.82
904.65
200.00
298.00
1,291.29
.00
80.00
.00
1,167.03
600.00
.00
1,002.73
547.09
.00
100.00
.00
312.96
.00
1,235.00
.00
.00
1,645.54
5,374.80
778.28
208.04
625.00
416.66
371.92
253.26

28,759.44

Support Associational Missions
Think - -
3% Basic
4% Glory
5% Hallelujah

Happy Birthday
4 Rev. Quinn Hooks, (P), Evergreen
6 Rev. Gerald McKay, retired
6 Rev. Jerry Aiken, retired

10 Rev. Charles Jeffcoat, (P), Beulah
12 Rev. Jim LeGendre (P), Ridgecrest
19 Rev. Ed Self (MM), Ebenezer

27 Miss Andrea Atkinson (M&Y), Unity
Happy Anniversary

7 Danny (YM) & Becky Meetze,
Calvary

Around the Association

Calvary...Has called Rev. Don Purvis as
Transitional Pastor.

Florence First...Is hosting a Men’s Bible
Study, “Impact” every Wednesday with an
optional lunch at 11:30 am. The cost for lunch
is $5.00. This dynamic study on the book of
Galatians is led by Brad Bird. Teaching begins
at 12:10 pm and will conclude at 1:00 pm.

Pee Dee Community...Celebrated their sec-
ond anniversary “birthday bash” on March
25th with great food, games and activities.

Cartersville...Rev. Rosevelt Morris, Director
of the Prayer and Spiritual Awakening Depart-
ment of the South Carolina Baptist was the
guest speaker on Sunday, March 25th.

Hebron...The following activities were done to
help raise money for the Annie Armstrong
Easter Offering: Mission Friends collected
recycled cans, GA’s made pocket change
boxes, RA’s had a silent auction, and the
Youth on Mission will collect loose change in
Easter eggs.

Congratulations to the following WMU
Groups who received Triple A Awards from
the State WMU Office during the 2007 Annual
WMU Meeting: Calvary, Elim, Hebron, North-
gate, Ridgecrest, Union.

VISIT NEW WEBSITE!

florencebaptistassociation.com is the perfect
place to view more information regarding up-
coming associational events. Contact the asso-
ciational office at 662.5921 If you have some-
thing you would like to have posted on the web
site.
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Pevspectives by Henry Simmons

Recently, our staff has been
studying together Coaching 101 authored
by Robert E. Logan and Sherilyn Carlton.
Frankly, the book has been disturbing to
me. It is causing me to attempt to signifi-
cantly change my leadership style. | am
learning to say less and to listen more.
Real learning and real change takes
place when people set their goals and
discover truth for themselves.

One of the chapters in the book
deals with a subject called “Refocusing.”
In short, the refocusing is helping some-
one else look at the horizon where they
want to go and then refocus to take the
next step. If we are going to do anything
worthwhile we must constantly look in the
distance and then refocus to set a
shorter term goal. When we reach that
one, we look again to the horizon. | am
reminded of many hours spent in the
woods walking or hunting. | learned as a
boy that it was necessary to have a
sense of direction. It was necessary to
pick some object a tree or some other
object in the distance. However, it was
also necessary to discover nearer ob-
jects that were on the way to where | was
going and plan a path to get there.

Churches that make a differ-

ence will constantly be “Focusing and
Refocusing” on long term goals and
short term goals. A horizon goal for an
association might be to make it possible
for every person in the area of our asso-
ciation to hear and respond to the gos-
pel. A refocused goal might be to make
sure that students have an opportunity
to hear the gospel by supporting the
Christian Learning Centers. Another
refocused goal could be to be sure that
Hispanics hear the gospel by leading
churches to be involved in starting a
Hispanic congregation.

A church might have as a hori-
zon goal of “Changing our community
for Christ one person at a time.” A
church with that kind of ambition might
first look at itself and say, “ Before we
can produce change in our community,
we must first be seen as a church com-
posed of authentic believers whose
lifestyles are becoming to the cause of
Christ. Such a church might determine a
which people group the congregation
would be most likely to successfully
reach. Another church might determine
that there are some people groups that
might be impossible to bring into their
present congregation. This discovery

could lead to the establishment of a mission
congregation.

Sadly, many congregations have
no or little focus beyond themselves. Those
congregations spend most of their budgets
on themselves. They plan activities for them-
selves. Sunday School is seen as Bible
study for our members. Even seasonal pro-
grams at Christmas and Easter are designed
for our members with little effort for out-
reach. The major focus for the congregation
is here with those who have already been
reached.

Other congregations keep their
eyes on a world that needs to hear the gos-
pel. Some of the people are far away in
places like Africa, China, or India. Others are
nearby like internationals who live in our
community. Some even see cultural sub-
groups that need the gospel. My prayer to
God is, “How can | help churches refocus on
the things that are really important? How can
| be used to help churches see the big pic-
ture and a few simple steps to make a differ-
ence?”

Pray with me!



