
Prayer 

    Corner: 
 
Please include 
the following 
prayer needs on 
your prayer lists 
and in your 
prayer times. 
 
Churches 
without Pastors:   
Ariel  
Calvary, Lake City 

Immanuel 
Timmonsville 1st 
Union 
 
  

New Work: 
Hispanic  
Ministry 
Rise & Live 
Pee Dee  
Community  
Fellowship 
  

CLC Program  
Financial  Needs 
Transportation 
Needs 
  

CEF - Good News 
Clubs  - More  
Volunteers 
needed 
 
LifeChangers 
July 6 - 11 
  

Romania  
Mission Trip 
July 31 - August 11 

June,  2008 
Florence Baptist Association 

Associational Missions Sunday 
Joining Hands Touching Lives 

June 29, 2008 
Associational Missions Offering Goal $8000 

  

The Florence Baptist Association exists to assist churches to develop disciples for 
involvement in Global Missions. Global Missions are efforts to reach persons next 
door as well as persons around the world. 
 
The Florence Baptist Association is churches joining hands to make a Kingdom 
difference together where we live and throughout the world.  

 
Ways to Join Hands and Touch Lives 

 
Christian Learning Centers   Movements of God Training 
Vacation Bible School Workshops  Leadership Development 
Prayer & Spiritual Awakening   Mentoring & Role Modeling 
Singles      Pastor Search Training 
Consultation for Strengthening Churches LifeChangers 
Outreach and Evangelism   Romania Partnership 
      Sunday School Workshops 
 
Churches are encouraged  to receive an Associational Missions Offering on Sun-
day, June 29th. These Funds will support the Medical Evangelism effort in Piatra 
Neamt Romania. Medicines will be bought to give to the poor who cannot afford 
even Tylenol. 

 

Missions Celebration Fair and Worship 
Northgate Baptist Church 

 October 5, 2008 
 

Guest Speaker:    Dr. Frank Page, 
Pastor, Taylors First Baptist Church 

and 
President of the Southern Baptist Convention 

 

Missions Fair - 4:30 - 6:00 pm 
New Vision Concert - 6:00 pm 

Worship - 6:30 pm 
 

This is an event for the whole family to see how they can be more involved in as-
sociational missions. The business portion of the Annual Associational Meeting will 
be held on Thursday, October 16 at 7:00 pm at the FBA Office.  



 June, 2008 

June 2008 
 

10-11 SBC Annual 

 Meeting;  

 Indianapolis, 

 Indiana 

29 Associational 

 Missions Sunday 
  

July 2008 
 

1  Associational 

 Council Mtg; 

 FBA; 8:00 am 

1 Ministers  

 Conference; 

 11:30 am 

4  4th of July 

 Holiday; Assn. 

 Office Closed 

6-11 LifeChangers 

17  Executive  

 Committee Mtg; 

 FBA Office; 

 7:00 pm 

31-Aug. 11 Romania 

   Mission Trip 
 

 August 2008 
 

4  Welcome Back 

 Packs due in 

 Assn. Office 

 

 

Save the date! 
Saturday,  Oct. 25th 

 
“Journey to True 

Financial Freedom” 
at 

Grace Baptist Church 

Ministries & Missions 
 By: Louanne Stewart 
  
“Welcome Back Packs” for Francis Marion 
Students: Francis Marion Baptist Campus Min-
istry (BCM) needs your help. They want to give 
out the “Welcome Back Packs”  to new students 
arriving on campus in the fall 2008.  This will be 
the fourth year they have done this and it has 
proven to be a wonderful way for the BCM stu-
dents to reach out to other students on campus. 
It serves as a tool to begin a relationship with 
students and to invite them to their BCM activi-
ties.  Don’t miss this ministry opportunity!  
 
If you would like to provide packets please put 
the following items in a zip lock bag and bring 
them to the associational office by Monday, Au-
gust 4: 
   Pack of crackers 
   5 stamps 
   4 quarters (laundry) 
   Pack of Pop tarts 
   Microwave popcorn 
   2 mechanical pencils 
   Tic Tacs or Breath savers 
   2 packs of gum 
 
LifeChanger Needs:  LifeChangers is July 6-11, 
2008.  We’re still in need of groups to feed our 
crews at lunch time.  PLEASE consider helping 
us with this.  We also need men to serve as crew 
chiefs. Financial donations to help with the con-
struction costs are always welcomed.   
 
Gasoline Buy-Down:  With gas prices like they 
are this would be a fantastic ministry project.  
This project needs to be set up a week or two in 
advance by connecting with the station manger 
first.  The essence of the project is this:  Lower 
the price of gas for a set time (usually an hour or 
two). For instance, if it’s $3.50 a gallon lower it to 
$3.25 per gallon and pay the difference to the 
station at the end of the time.  The key is to 
lower the price to the point that it will get the 

attention of passing motorists.  Have volunteers 
there to wash the windshields of the cars and to 
explain what you are doing and why you are 
doing it.  Give out connection cards explaining 
the project and giving the contact information for 
your church.  Locally owned stations are more 
likely to be open to this idea.  If the first station 
won’t let you do it, try another one because the 
idea is worth pursuing.  The cost usually adds up 
to 2 or 3 hundred dollars for a 2 hour project.  
Considering the dollar amount and the man-
power needed, this is an outreach that’s best 
taken on church-wide or by more than one group 
at a time.  When the generosity of God is dem-
onstrated, people take notice.   
 
Ministry from the comfort of your OWN 
HOME:  Greenwood Elementary School re-
ceived a five year grant for a wonderful program 
for their students called TAP – Teacher Ad-
vancement Program.   It is a more “hands-on” 
way of teaching which is great for the children.  
Greenwood is the only school in Florence District 
One and one of 26 schools in SC that are partici-
pating in the program.  Because of the “hands-
on” approach more preparation time is needed 
on the part of the teacher.  A lot of the prepara-
tion is making games – coloring, pasting, cutting 
out things - which is extremely time-
consuming. If the teachers had someone to 
help in this area, their focus could be on other 
things they need to do.  We’re trying to identify 
volunteers that are willing to help the teachers. 
 
So far I’ve had 2 volunteers to sign up and I 
have 2 senior adult workers trying to recruit vol-
unteers. I will work with the school in establish-
ing the best way to get the items from the teach-
ers to the volunteers. This would be a great pro-
ject for senior adult groups or people that can’t 
leave home to do ministry but that can do it in 
their own homes.  WHAT AN OPPORTUNITY!  
Pray about your part and CALL ME 662-5921 or 
email me at LGS5155@aol.com and let me 
know you will help. 

Come to  

Bethlehem 

Dec. 11, 12, 13 

6:30-9:00 pm  

Vacation Bible Schools - Summer 2008 
 

Calvary   June 16-20   Mt. Zion July 20-25 
Cartersville  June 21 (one day VBS)  Northgate June 16-20 
College Park  June 9-13   Ridgecrest June 16-20 
Coward   June 14  (one day VBS)  Sardis  July 13-18 
Ebenezer  June 22-26   Southside June 23-27 
Elim   July 13-18   Sparrow Swamp 
Evergreen  July 13-18     June 23-26 
Florence First  June 22-26   Willow Creek June 16-20 
Grace   June 22-26 
Greenwood  June 16-20 
Hebron   June 8-12 
Immanuel  June 23-27 
 

If your church is not listed please call 662-5921 and give us your date. 

mailto:LGS5155@aol.com


June, 2008 

 

 

 

 
 

Church    April  Budget 

      YTD 

       

Ariel  98.00 402.00 

Beulah  .00 150.00 

Calvary  1,921.71 7,184.70 

Cartersville  .00 .00 

College Park  .00 1,919.40 

Coward  352.00 1,334.00 

Ebenezer  .00 1,770.56 

Elim  .00 1,333.34 

Evergreen  489.75 1,593.97 

Florence 1st  654.06 1,860.72 

Grace  631.10 2,504.82 

Greenwood  404.00  1,476.34 

Hebron  .00 200.00 

Hoffmeyer Rd  .00 4,278.00 

Immanuel  799.76 1,652.28 

Kingsburg  .00 .00 

Korean  80.00 240.00 

LifeSpring  .00 .00 

Mizpah  786.76 2,659.99 

Mt. Zion  600.00 1,200.00 

New Hope  .00 .00 

Northgate  589.22 2,469.04 

Oakdale  494.32 1,420.07 

Pamplico 1st  835.90 1,546.38 

Pee Dee Community  50.00 200.00 

Peniel  .00 .00 

Quinby  178.95 784.62 

Rehoboth  .00 .00 

Ridgecrest  575.02 1,517.02 

Rise & Live  .00 25.00 

Sardis  .00 .00 

South Florence  1,238.60 4,254.13 

Southside  3,241.85 11,543.17 

Sparrow Swamp  474.37 1,698.05 

Tans Bay  .00 .00 

Timmonsville 1st  625.00 1,875.00 

Union  208.33 833.32 

Unity  226.11 813.13 

Willow Creek  .00 594.03 

 

TOTALS  15,554.81 61,333.08 

 
  

We Are Grateful! 
April Contributions 

Happy Birthday 
 

9  Rev. Tim Carter (P), Tans Bay 
20  Rev. Gerald McCants (P), Northgate 
24  Rev. Doyle Jones (P), Oakdale 
26  Rev. Frank Gribble (P), College Park 
30 Rev. John Collins (P), Grace 

Happy Anniversary 
 

3  Tim (P) & Libby Carter, Tans Bay 
4  Jerry & Sherry Davis, retired 
8  Mike (P) & Glenda Gay, Greenwood 
10  Bill (P) & Nan Hancock, Quinby 
29 Kendal (BCM) & Jennifer Danford 
 

Around the Association 
 

  

Timmonsville First...Rev. Jamie Parker, pas-
tor, has resigned.  
 
Calvary….Has called Rev. Mike Mills as pas-
tor. We welcome Mike and his wife, Caroline, 
and their four children to our association. 
 
Elim…Hosted a 40th Year Anniversary Cele-
bration for Joanne Long on May 4th. Joanne 
has served as church musician since 1968. 
She began playing the piano when she was 
only ten years old and has been church or-
ganist since 1973. She was presented a gift 
certificate and a mantle clock with inscription. 
A lunch was held in her honor in the Moore 
Family Life Center. 
 
Elim...Seeking a part time Minister of Music 
and a part time pianist. Ministry job descrip-
tions are available, upon request, for both po-
sitions. Please send resume to Elim Baptist 
Church, 1303 Olanta Hwy., Effingham, SC 
29541 or call the church office at 662.5860. 
 
Ascension Hospice is looking for a PRN 
Chaplain. If you are interested please contact 
Randy Shell at rshell@sc.rr.com. 
 
Christian Sympathy is expressed to Mrs. Joe 
(Linda) Proctor in the death of her stepfather.  

Support Associational Missions  

Think - - 
3% Basic 
4% Glory 

5% Hallelujah  

Missionary House Available...The 
churches of the FBA are invited to consider 
using the Missionary House for visiting 
evangelists or a conference speaker. If you 
would like to reserve the residence, contact 
Rev. Bob Dockery at 409.0000. 



June, 2008 

 For the past several months I 
have been writing a series of articles that 
deal with issues of leadership in churches 
that want to “Breakout” from being a de-
clining or a plateaued church. This article 
is another in the series. One word that has 
been thrown around for the last fifteen or 
so years is “Excellence.” A number of 
leaders such as Steven Covey, Jim Collins 
and others have all pointed to the fact no 
great company exists without the pursuit of 
excellence. This is also true for churches. 
One of my favorite church consultants 
Kennon Callahan insists that most 
churches should do fewer things well. 
 In the pursuit of excellence lead-
ers should look for a couple of keys. One 
key is the discovery of the one or two 
things that the church can do well. The 
other is the discovery of the one or two 
things that matter and make a difference. 
After a church discovers its God given vi-
sion and direction, it must now measure 
everything that it does by that vision. A 
church that has claimed its mission to 
reach young adults may not put great em-
phasis and resources into a new program 
to reach senior adults. ( I am convinced 
that a church that does a good job of 
reaching young adults will naturally reach 
more senior adults, i.e. parents of young 
adults and grandparents of their children.) 

Not every program that works well in 
another church should be attempted. 
There are two decisions that must be 
made. What shall we do? And what 
shall we not do? Often the latter is the 
more difficult of the two. This is espe-
cially true if the church needs to stop 
doing something that has been a part 
of church life for a long time. One 
church in another time and place de-
cided that it needed to stop a daycare 
program. The church facility was not 
adequate for what it was being called 
on to do. The program had been a 
source of discord for over twenty 
years. Keeping it going sapped the 
energy of staff and leaders. Few fami-
lies were being reached through the 
program. The focus of the church was 
diverted from what was really impor-
tant. It was a hard and difficult deci-
sion. 
 A companion decision is the 
decision to do as Callahan insists. Do 
fewer things but do them with excel-
lence. What are the few things that 
matter. What are the few things that 
make the most difference? In another 
situation, where there are many young 
families with children the correct deci-
sion may be to have a strong children’s 
program that could include an excellent 

daycare that is used as an entryway to 
reach young families with children.  
Worship should always be done with 
excellence. Much thought should be 
given in preparation for worship. It 
should include the best music possible 
for that congregation, well-prepared 
appropriate sermons, and thoughtful 
progressions throughout the experi-
ence. Bible Study should always be 
worth the time of those who participate. 
What we do should be better than good; 
it should be excellent. After all it is for 
the Lord! 
 Could I emphasize again? Ex-
cellence requires that we consider care-
fully what we do. If we do many things 
we will do many things with mediocrity. 
Few athletes excel in every sport. Most 
professionals decide which sport will be 
their bread and butter. While some of 
them could perform at a professional 
level in more than one, they decide 
which is for them. Churches and church 
leaders must make that decision. It is a 
matter of focus and excellence. 
  

Perspectives by Henry Simmons    
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