
Prayer

    Corner:

Please include 
the following 
prayer needs on 
your prayer lists 
and in your 
prayer times.

Churches 
without Pastors:  
Ariel 
Calvary, Lake City

Immanuel
Timmonsville 1st
Union

New Work:
Hispanic 
Ministry
Rise & Live
Pee Dee 
Community 
Fellowship

CLC Program 
Financial  Needs
Transportation 
Needs

CEF - Good News
Clubs  - More 
Volunteers 
needed

LifeChangers
July 6 - 11

Romania 
Mission Trip
July 31 - August 11

July,  2008Florence Baptist Association

Romania Mission Trip
July 31 - August  11, 2008

The July Romania Mission Trip will consist of a Medi-
cal Clinic, Children’s Ministry and Evangelism.   Pray 
for the financial situation of the Romania Mission Trip 
as the cost of the trip has increased. We also have a 
need for financial assistance for the cost of medicine.  

Please pray for the following team members as they make preparations for 
the upcoming mission trip. 

     George Chace, Calvary Susan Spurling, Southside
      Bob Dockery, Mt. Zion Tim Spurling, Southside
      Sandy Frye, Coward Jessie Stewart, Elim
      Rosine Kirkley, 1st Baptist Hartsville Louanne Stewart, Elim
      Aimiee Knight, Southside Deborah Wheeler,  Galilee
      Pam McGee, Coward    Missionary Baptist Church
      Millie Perry, Calvary Mary Lynn Kleinknecht

    South Florence (tentatively)

************************************************

You are invited to the 
Associational Missions

Celebration Fair and Worship
Northgate Baptist Church

October 5, 2008

Guest Speaker:    Dr. Frank Page,
Pastor, Taylors First Baptist Church

and
President of the Southern Baptist Convention

Missions Fair - 4:30 - 6:00 pm
New Vision Concert - 6:00 pm

Worship - 6:30 pm

This is an event for all the churches in our association. It is designed for the 
whole family to see how they can develop a more missional lifestyle. The business 
portion of the Annual Associational Meeting will be held on Thursday, October 16 
at 7:00 pm at the FBA Office. 
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July 2008
1 Associational 

Council Mtg; 
FBA; 8:00 am

1 Ministers 
Conference; 
Golden Corral;
11:30 am

4 4th of July 
Holiday; Assn. 
Office Closed

6-11 LifeChangers
17 Executive 

Committee 
Mtg; FBA 
Office; 7:00 
pm

31-Aug. 11 
Romania
Mission Trip

August 2008

4 Welcome Back 
Packs due in 
Assn. Office

5 Ministers 
Conference, 
Golden Corral; 
11:30 am

7 Big Youth 
Thing; 
Carowinds

BCM NEWS

Youth ministers/Pastors and Church Admin-
istrative Assistants—Please send the 
names and contact information of your stu-
dents who have just completed High School 
to the Collegiate Ministry Group at the 
South Carolina Baptist Convention. The 
information will be used to connect campus 
ministers all over the state to students who 
are attending colleges and universities 
around South Carolina. We want to help 
your students stay connected to Christ 
when they go away to college. Please help 
us out by sending in your students names 
as quickly as possible. Thanks for all your 
help! 

Attention VBS Directors

Please remember to fill out your VBS Re-
ports as soon as your Vacation Bible 
School is finished. The report is to be 
mailed to the following offices:  Florence 
Baptist Association, 2208 Pamplico High-
way, Florence, SC 29505; SCBC, 190 Ston-
eridge Drive, Columbia, SC 29201; LifeWay 
Christian Resources, One LifeWay Plaza, 
Nashville, TN 37234.  Please complete this 
report even if your church did not use Life-
Way material. 

Ministry from the 
comfort of your OWN HOME:  

Greenwood Elementary School received a 
five year grant for a wonderful program for 
their students called TAP – Teacher Ad-
vancement Program.   It is a more “hands-
on” way of teaching which is great for the 
children.  Greenwood is the only school in 
Florence District One and one of 26 schools 
in SC that are participating in the program.  
Because of the “hands-on” approach more 
preparation time is needed on the part of 
the teacher.  A lot of the preparation is mak-
ing games – coloring, pasting, cutting out 
things - which is extremely time-
consuming. If the teachers had someone 
to help in this area, their focus could be on 
other things they need to do.  We’re trying 
to identify volunteers that are willing to help 
the teachers.

We will work with the school in es-
tablishing the best way to get the items from 
the teachers to the volunteers. This would 
be a great project for senior adult groups or 
people that can’t leave home to do ministry 
but that can do it in their own homes.  
WHAT AN OPPORTUNITY!  Pray about 
your part and CALL Louanne at 662-5921 
or email her at LGS5155@aol.com and let 
her know you will help.

Come to 

Bethlehem

Dec. 11, 12, 13

6:30-9:00 pm 

The FBA office 
will be closed 
in observance 
of the July 4th 
holiday.

2008 Big Youth Thing
At Carowinds

With Mercy Me!!!
August 7, 2008

Cost: $30 (before July 21)
Includes park admission & concert

Lunch: $17.50  (while supplies last)
Includes drink/lunch wristband

For more information or to purchase tick-
ets please call 1.803.765.0030 ext. 
4200.   You  may also register on line at 
www.ystuff.org!

Missionary House Available...The 
churches of the FBA are invited to 
consider using the Missionary House 
for visiting evangelists or a confer-
ence speaker. If you would like to 
reserve the residence, contact Rev. 
Bob Dockery at 409.0000.

Save the date!

“Journey to True Financial Freedom”
Saturday, October 25, 2008

Grace Baptist Church

Christian Sympathy is expressed 
to Mrs. Bob (Debbie) Dockery, Mt. 
Zion Baptist Church,  in the death 
of her father. 
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Church     May Budget
YTD

Ariel .00 402.00
Beulah 200.00 350.00
Calvary 1,391.98 8,576.68
Cartersville 963.40 963.40
College Park 1,968.21 3,887.61
Coward 302.00 1,636.00
Ebenezer 3,528.76 5,299.32
Elim 2,000.01 3,333.35
Evergreen 526.75 2,120.72
Florence 1st 635.58 2,496.30
Grace 637.53 3,142.35
Greenwood 320.21 1,796.55
Hebron 200.00 400.00
Hoffmeyer Rd 1,413.00 5,691.00
Immanuel .00 1,652.28
Kingsburg .00 .00
Korean 80.00 320.00
LifeSpring .00 .00
Mizpah 463.17 3,123.16
Mt. Zion .00 1,200.00
New Hope .00 .00
Northgate 546.63 3,015.67
Oakdale 307.43 1,727.50
Pamplico 1st .00 1,546.38
Pee Dee Community 50.00 250.00
Peniel .00 .00
Quinby 195.55 980.17
Rehoboth .00 .00
Ridgecrest 537.00 2,054.02
Rise & Live .00 25.00
Sardis .00 .00
South Florence .00 4,254.13
Southside 2,333.67 13,876.84
Sparrow Swamp 420.33 2,118.38
Tans Bay .00 .00
Timmonsville 1st .00 1,875.00
Union 250.00 1,083.32
Unity 192.04 1,005.17
Willow Creek 260.28 854.31

TOTALS 19,723.53 81,056.61

We Are Grateful!
May Contributions

Happy Birthday
13 Rev. Phillip Gandy (P), Rehoboth
25 Rev. Charles Larrimore (P), Unity
28 Rev. Peter Rivera (AP), Immanuel

Happy Anniversary
2 Doyle (P) & Mary Frances Jones, Oakdale
2 Joe (P) & Linda Proctor, Hebron
5 James (P) & Doris Brown, Rise & Live
7 Frank (P) & Karen Gribble, College Park
7 Daniel (P) & Fonda Inabinet, Florence 1st
14 Ed (MM) & Julie Self, Ebenezer
27 Burton (P) & Suzette Welch, Sardis
30 Eddie (AP) & Louanne Stewart, Elim & 

FBA
31 Bob (P)& Debbie Dockery, Mt. Zion
31 Rev. & Mrs. Shane Patrick, Lake City First

Around the Association

Elim...Seeking a part time Minister of Music 
and a part time pianist. Ministry job descrip-
tions are available, upon request, for both po-
sitions. Please send resume to Elim Baptist 
Church, 1303 Olanta Hwy., Effingham, SC 
29541 or call the church office at 662.5860.

Florence First...Women by Design brings the 
70’s back for a day with its “We are Family...I 
Got All My Sisters with Me” Conference to be 
held at Florence First Baptist on August 23rd. 
This one day conference promises fun, laugh-
ter and spiritual renewal. It is presented by the 
five ladies of Women by Design Ministries. 
This team ministers in song, skits and per-
sonal testimonies. The conference will be held 
in the sanctuary of Florence First Baptist from 
9:00 am - 3:00 pm. Registration fee is $15 if 
received by August 13th and $20 if received 
after. Lunch will be included. To register, send 
name, address and phone number to Florence 
First Baptist Church, 300 S. Irby Street, Flor-
ence. For more information about registration, 
please call Delores Davis at 662-2955. A com-
plimentary nursery will be provided for chil-
dren up to five years of age. Nursery registra-
tion can be made by calling 496-6262.

Hebron/Union...Twelve ladies from the WMU 
groups of Hebron and Union Baptist Church 
will take part in “Mission Fest” in Baltimore, 
Maryland. 

Support Associational Missions
Think - -
3% Basic
4% Glory

5% Hallelujah 
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Once one of the religious lead-
ers asked Jesus, “ Teacher, which is the 
great commandment in the law?”
( Matthew 22:36) His answer was sum-
marized: "Love the Lord your God with 
all your heart, with all your soul, and with 
all your mind. And love your neighbor as 
you love yourself.” In a day when much 
is being said about vision, strategy, and 
process, we sometimes neglect that 
which is most basic. No person can be 
fruitful in the kingdom without these two 
essentials; nor, can a church be fruitful 
without these commands being charac-
teristic of the congregation.

Lately, I have been calling this 
the missing ingredient. With all said and 
done, no church can be successful with-
out these two principles being true. I am 
also convinced if these two factors are 
found the church will grow in spirituality 
and in reaching of people. What would it 
look like in a congregation if a church 
characteristically loved the Lord God 
with all its heart? Meaningful worship 
would be a given. Worship would be a 
time when the people of God came to-
gether to express their love to the Lord 
God. Music would be an expression of 
that same love. Such worship would be 
a celebration. Style would lose some of 

its importance.  Incidentally, such 
love expressed by individuals would 
only be an outgrowth of what hap-
pens the other days of the week indi-
vidually. Those who visited during 
worship would sense, “These people 
love God.”

Such love for God would 
result in a desire to be obedient to 
Him. Obedience in a love relation-
ship with God is not to escape judg-
ment but a desire to be pleasing to 
Him. I am reminded of one in Roma-
nia who came to me to apologize for 
something that happened the day 
before. It really was a small matter 
but her relationship with God was 
such that small things mattered. She 
said, “I want you to forgive me, I 
have dishonored God and I have 
harmed my witness.” Her love for 
God wanted nothing that would inter-
fere with her relationship with God. 
Integrity of lifestyle is a result. 

Such a love for God results 
in a love for the Word of God and a 
desire to spend time with Him. Hear-
ing from Him is important. Living for 
Him is imperative! I am convinced 
that such love comes as a result of 
seeking Him and the movement of 

his Spirit on our hearts.
The love of a neighbor comes 

as a result of our love for him. Jesus 
indicated that our love for him would be 
indicated by our love for one another. I 
was reminded by another pastor yester-
day that when we fail to love one an-
other and to demonstrate our love, “we 
carry a banner against Jesus.” Love for 
neighbor includes love for those who 
are our brothers and sisters in Christ. In 
addition, love for our neighbor would 
include those who have not yet come to 
Jesus. If we love our neighbor in 
churches, we will move outside our 
walls to reach those who have not yet 
come to Jesus. We will become mis-
sional in what we do. The great com-
mission will become our commission 
and it will move us beyond ourselves. 
The plain truth is that we cannot say 
that we love God if we do not love the 
unreached and the lost.

Is it time for a love check in our 
hearts and in our churches? And if we 
find that we need to love Him more, will 
we decide that we will seek His face 
until we find Him? We must! The King-
dom of God is seen in these two com-
mandments.

Perspectives by Henry Simmons
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